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Omnibus Briefing - News and Policy Summary 
1. Tēnā koutou katoa.  E hoa mā, subscribers, nau mai, hoki mai. Tēnei ka mihi ki a tātau i runga i ngā āhuatanga o te wā me ngā tumanako hoki mō te tau kei mua i a tātau. Mauri ora ki a tātau katoa! Welcome back to Pānui for 2026.  
2. We know this week many of our whānau and friends have been challenged by adverse weather, no reirā, kia kaha tātau i ngā karawhiu o Tāwhirimātea; me te aroha anō hoki ki ngā mate o roto i ngā āwhā.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Strength to those affected by the storm; sincere condolences for those who have died. 
] 

3. Our first edition each year is a general update, to catch us all up on key policy matters and documents released over the summer.  However, before jumping back into policy and politics, we first congratulate those tāngata Māori who received New Year’s Honours awards on 31 December 2025.  Mauri Ora, Will Workman. 
Contents:
· New Year’s Honours Awards: Tāngata Māori:
· Treaty and Whenua Matters:
· Comment on 2025 Crown-Māori Relationships; 
· Ngāpuhi Cultural Whenua Initial Settlement; 
· Out-of-Court Settlement with Te Tauihu Māori; 
· Correction on the Nature of Litigation Against the Crown: 
· Economic and Social Matters:
· Minimum Wage Increase:
· Māori Business Statistics Released;
· Parliamentary and Related Matters;
· National Party (State of the Nation speech);
· The Labour Party (resignation of Adrian Rurawhe);
· Te Pāti Māori (upcoming membership litigation);
· Rātana Celebrations;
· Salient News of Note:
· Supplementary Note: The Rātana Movement and Te Tiriti;
[bookmark: summaryE15][bookmark: gen][bookmark: appointments][bookmark: othernews][bookmark: population][bookmark: tpw][bookmark: kermadec][bookmark: ngatata][bookmark: ap1]New Year’s Honours Awards – Tāngata Māori To Note and Congratulate: 
The following New Zealand Order Honours and King’s Service awards were conferred to Māori, or people giving services to Māori, on 31 December 2024 (New Year’s Honours).
To be a Knight Companion of the said Order (DNZM):
· Sir Rod Drury (Ngāi Tahu) for services to business, the technology industry and philanthropy.
To be a Companion of the said Order (CNZM):
· Mr Leith Comer becomes a Companion of the New Zealand Order of Merit for services to Māori, governance and education.
· Professor Tom Roa for services to Māori language and education.
· Rachel Taulelei for services to business, Māori and governance.
To be an Officer of the said Order (ONZM):
· Christina Cowan for services to Māori, particularly blind and low vision people.
· Te Warihi Hetaraka for services to Māori and art.
· Waihoroi Hoterene for services to Māori and Māori language education.
To be Members of the New Zealand Order of Merit (MNZM):
· Roger Drummond for services to rugby and Māori.
· Dr Lorraine Eade for services to Māori, governance and the community.
· Hori Te Moanaroa Parata for services to conservation and Māori.
· Andrew Ruawhitu Pokaia for services to Māori and education.
· Arihia Stirling for services to education and Māori.
· Gail Thompson for services to Māori and conservation.
· Helena Tuteao for services to people with disabilities and Māori.
Kings Service Order: (KSO):
· Mark Harawira for services to Māori education, arts and conservation.
Kings Service Medal: (KSM):
· Bonita Bigham receives the King’s Service Medal for services to local government and Māori.

“Māori leadership continues to play a critical role in shaping a strong, inclusive and resilient Aotearoa New Zealand. (Minister for Māori Development, Tama Potaka)


[bookmark: ap2]Treaty and Whenua Matters:
Comment on 2025 Crown-Māori Relationships 
4. Formal Crown-Māori relationships were strained in 2025.  This time last year submissions against the (now gone) Principles of the Treaty of Waitangi Bill were so voluminous the parliamentary website broke, then later there was a mass hīkoi against that bill, combined with relationship breakdowns (ministers being uninvited to the Iwi Chairs Forum), along with significant concerns being raised from iwi and Māori groups about other legislative changes that took place, (like the Regulatory Standards Act, changes to the  Marine and Coastal Areas Act, and also changes to the Education and Training Act, to name a few).  Also, a review of the Waitangi Tribunal and another review of Treaty clauses in legislation were embarked upon - both without any consultation or agreement with iwi partners - so in bad faith; as officials pointed out to their ministers in softer bureaucratic words.   
5. In our assessment 2025 was then, overall, a modern-day low point for Crown-Maori relations, which will likely one day make its way into academic history texts.  But yet it did not end that way.  To complete the record, we note in the last week of Parliament for 2025 there were two remarkably positive achievements between the Crown and Māori.
Ngāpuhi Cultural Whenua Initial Settlement
6. The first matter is that the second and third reading of a bill to return Kororipo Pā (sometimes known as the Kerikeri Basin) to Ngāti Rēhia took place.  From this new law Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Rēhia Trust will (from today) hold this site as kaitiaki on behalf of all Ngāpuhi.  The return of this key site of cultural significance is a positive step towards achieving a final settlement with Ngāpuhi.[footnoteRef:2]  As ministers put it: [2:  The site will retain its historic reserve status and public access to the reserve will not be affected.] 

“Kororipo Pā is significant to New Zealand as a place of learning, diplomacy and trade.  It was a hub of interaction between Ngāpuhi, missionaries and settlers – a place where rangatira gathered to deliberate matters of war and peace, politics and progress,” Minister Tama Potaka.
“Ngāpuhi have long called for the return of Kororipo Pā, and today we honour their perseverance and leadership across generations. This is not just a legislative milestone – it is a celebration of enduring relationships and shared history.” Minister Paul Goldsmith.

Out-of-Court Settlement Between Te Tauihu Māori and the Crown
7. The second significant positive outcome achieved in late December 2025 was the out-of-court settlement between the Crown and Māori from Te Tau Ihu (groups from the top of the South Island.)  This agreement - which is not technically a ‘Treaty settlement’ – includes the return of circa 3,000 hectares and a payment of $420 million to the descendants of the original Māori landowners of this area.  This outcome is remarkable for several reasons. 
8. The first is the amount of time it has taken to reach an agreement, and with that the perseverance of the lead claimant, Mr Rore Stafford.  Mr Stafford and others first raised the matter of their land ownership with the Government forty years ago, and they commenced legal proceedings against the Crown sixteen years ago.  Another stunning aspect is the about-face from the Crown.  This is because for many years prior, previous governments had tried to simply push aside Mr Stafford mā, (historic matters to be ignored etc), then when court proceedings commenced they allocated themselves (their Treaty Settlement Office) a massive war chest - over ten million dollars - to fight against these under resourced Māori – and had been doing just that even in 2024, before last year accepting the need to settle.  The third remarkable aspect is the scale, $420 million plus a large amount of whenua is massive when compared with Tiriti settlements.
9. By way of succinct background, from 1839 on the New Zealand Company had been purchasing land around Te Tau Ihu.  Their scheme involved on-selling 90% of the land to incoming settlers, but 10% (6,100 hectares) was to be for Māori to continue to live on.  Being prior to the Treaty of Waitangi this company was able to purchase Māori land at that time, albeit the deals were murky and unfavourable to Māori (and a likely motivation for the Treaty itself, which we will detail next week).
10. Long to short, the company failed, so by 1845 the Crown took over the purchases and lands - as by then the Treaty of Waitangi ensured Māori land could only be alienated to the Crown.  But the Government did not keep the 10% of land in reserve for Māori as was set out in the sale contracts, and over time sold off over three-quarters of it; and retained about 23% for itself (i.e. for schools, police stations, hospitals, conservation lands, etc).
11. The nature of the transactions meant matters fell outside the Waitangi Tribunal Act and a claim was able to be made in the courts based on trust law, essentially that the original sale contracts should be honoured.  In 2017 the Supreme Court found that, yes indeed, the obligation to reserve a tenth of the land from the original land sales did carry forward from the New Zealand Company to the Crown.  Then in 2024 the High Court went further and clarified the lands belong to, and had always has belonged to, the descendants of the original owners.  It is these rulings that helped the Crown see the light of day – a contract is still a contract even 186 years later.    
12. Hence the settlement.  The $420 million is to pay for the land the Crown cannot return as it has on-sold it.  The remaining land will be returned to the descendants of the landowners.  Most is conservation estate (Abel Tasman Park area) and will continue to be used for a conservation purpose, with public access assured.  Other lands returned (like schools) may be leased back by the Crown, thus providing a revenue stream for these landowners and ensuring no disruption to public services (like schooling etc).  
13. In sum, this is a very significant and positive outcome.  We acknowledge Ministers Judith Collins and Tama Potaka for their policy leadership on this matter.  Yet congratulations overall must surely go to Mr Stafford and all involved in seeing this matter through and finding a balanced solution to their settlement, which has taken over forty years.  Further details here: 
Historic agreement for Top of South Island land | Beehive.govt.nz
Correction on the Nature of Litigation Against the Crown 
14.  Last November, in Pānui 37/2025, we discussed three separate cases of current litigation against the Crown: (a) Māori freshwater rights by the Wai Manawa collective; (b) Waikato Tainui concerns regarding reforms to the Resource Management Act and implications for their settlements; and (c) Ngāi Tahu concerns regarding conservation reforms and upholding their Treaty settlement.  (More indicators 2025 was hard on Māori Crown relations!)
15. However in that article we also referenced earlier (2021) Ngāi Tahu concerns and litigation regarding the management of stewardship lands, because land classifications for this whenua were pending.[footnoteRef:3]  But our referencing was incorrect, as an agreed process had earlier been established between the iwi and the Government, and the final ministerial level decisions on those lands, which were announced a few weeks later in December 2025, are supported by the iwi.   [3:  For more details on stewardship lands refer to Pānui 37/2025.] 

16. So for clarity, the present Ngāi Tahu concerns are centred on ensuring the Crown continues to act consistently with the Treaty settlement agreed between the iwi and the Crown in 1998 across present conservation reforms overall, hence they seek a court declaration to affirm that requirement.   
17. In terms of the stewardship lands matter - i.e. should these lands be added to the conservation estate or deemed general/other land (and therefore possibly be available for sale), links to the recent ministerial and separate Ngāi Tahu announcements are provided below.  (Ngāi Tahu is the only iwi involved as the land is in their rohe.)  Note, however, although Ngāi Tahu is pleased with the outcome, New Zealand First is apparently not! 
“I have decided that more than 190,000ha of stewardship land will now be protected under the Reserves Act and more than 300,000ha as specially protected areas under the Conservation Act. I am also referring almost 4,300ha of land be added to National Parks and a further 3,300ha be considered for disposal…   I am particularly excited about the creation of the 181,000ha Tarahanga e Toru Historic Reserve, which recognises the significance of the area for Poutini Ngāi Tahu, alongside protecting the extensive natural and recreational values. (Minister for Conservation, Tama Potaka; December 2025)
“We’re pleased the Minister’s decisions reflect the diverse interests of Te Tai Poutini. Importantly, they recognise our unique Ngāi Tahu history and the places that have sustained us for generations.”   (Poutini Ngāi Tahu Co-Chairs Paul Madgwick and Francois Tumahai; December 2025)
"I'm advised that [Minister] Tama [Potaka] has the total authority under the DOC Act. As you know, I don't like DOC, and I've been invited to take these more fundamental concerns to the next election.  I accept you can't get your way every time, but know this from me, we are a pro-extractive, pro-mining, pro-development, pro-jobs party."  (Shane Jones, New Zealand First; December 2025 discussing the stewardship land decisions).
Decisions on stewardship land delivered | Beehive.govt.nz
Ngāi Tahu welcomes stewardship land decisions | Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu


[bookmark: ap3]Economic and Social Items:
Minimum Wage Increase
18. In late December, the Minister for Workplace Relations and Safety, Brooke Van Velden, announced that the minimum wage would increase by 2% from 1 April this year to $23.95 per hour, (up from $23.50, i.e. for a full-time worker an annual salary of $49,816).  
19. This policy area is particularly important for Māori economic wellbeing, as Māori are over-represented in low paid jobs, which also increase in remuneration as a flow-on effect when the minimum wage rises.  Minister Van Velden’s paper to her Cabinet colleagues indicates that 6% of Māori workers are paid at (or below) the minimum wage rate (circa 19,300 tāngata).  In an upcoming edition of Pānui (once refreshed benefit and labour force data is released), we’ll provide more information on Māori employment matters.
Minimum Wage Review: Setting the 2026 rates

Māori Business Statistics Released
20. This month Statistics NZ (Stats NZ) released Tatauranga Umanga Māori: Statistics on Māori Business: September 2025 quarter.  This particular release only provides information on the circa 1,500 Māori authority businesses (so, not all Māori businesses) and only updates sales and purchase information (not asset, equity and liability data).
21. By way of explanatory note, Māori authorities are businesses that manage assets held in common ownership by Māori groups such as iwi or Māori land trusts.  These entities effectively act as trustees to administer communally property for their members - and that is why the income tax rate for Māori Authorities is 17.5%, i.e., lower than for other businesses because that best reflects the average tax bracket of the beneficiaries, tangata Māori, including tamariki.  We mention this noting that some commentators are presently complaining about the Māori Authority tax rate saying it is unfair and should be raised – but perhaps it should be lowered to zero, like other businesses owned by charitable entities?  We suspect this matter may become part of the election debates later in the year.   
22. Note also communal ownership also means as profits transfer to members, this is not necessarily only as cash dividends, it can also be in the form of social or cultural services – say funds for marae upgrades, education scholarships, housing initiatives, etc.  Stats NZ data does not pick up any such transfers, but their work is still an accurate read of Māori economic matters. 
	    September 2024 Financial Performance: Māori Authorities

	Total Sales 
(export & domestic)
	Total Purchases 
(assets & expenses)
	Derived operating surplus (before tax)

	$1.094 billion
	$700 million
	$394 million


Tatauranga umanga Māori – Statistics on Māori businesses: September 2025 quarter | Stats NZ
[bookmark: ap4]Parliamentary and Related Matters:
National Party (State of the Nation Speech)
23. The political year commenced this week, with the Prime Minister, Chris Luxon, giving a ‘State of the Nation’ address in Auckland.  We note there was no specific mention of Māori or Tiriti matters, with the Prime Minister focusing on economic matters.   
24. Prime Minister Luxon’s main message was that economic recovery was coming, delayed due to external matters like increased tariffs, but that reduced inflation was a good indicator of progress.  (We note his opposite number, Chris Hipkins of the Labour Party countered, implying the speech was ‘mumbo jumbo’, and that there was no sign of economic recovery with higher unemployment being his example.)  The speech is here:
State of the Nation Speech 2026 | National Party    
He moana pukepuke e ekengia e te waka / difficult seas can be navigated 	(our interpretation of the speech theme)
The Labour Party (resignation of Adrian Rurawhe)
25. In terms of Māori political matters, the noteworthy item from the Labour Party is that the Right Honourable Adrian Rurawhe has announced he will retire from Parliament on Waitangi Day.  Mr Rurawhe commenced his parliamentary career in 2014 and was the Speaker of the House from August 2022 to December 2023 (hence the title above).  Although Mr Rurawhe commenced as the member for Te Tai Hauāuru, he became a list member in 2023.  This means there will be no by-election, with his replacement being Georgie Dansey.  
26. Note also given Te Pāti Māori is in disarray (see below), the Labour Party will most likely be looking for candidates willing to contest hard for electorate seats, so there is now an open opportunity for a Labourite in Te Tai Hauāuru. 
Ka pū te ruha, ka hao te rangatahi / the old net is pushed aside, the new net goes fishing (our interpretation of this change)
Te Pāti Māori (Upcoming Membership Litigation)
27. For Te Pāti Māori, their next big event commences next Tuesday, when the Wellington High Court will hear, and ultimately determine, whether Mariameno Kapa-Kingi is a member of the party, or not.    
28. By way of succinct background, last November Te Pāti Māori expelled Ms Kapa-Kingi, but in December she successfully gained an interim injunction reinstating her, until a full court hearing.  At the time Justice Radich said there was more harm in not reinstating her than in a temporary reinstatement, but he also declined her requests to: (a) remove party president, John Tamihere; (b) prevent the party Annual General Meeting; and (c) prevent the National Council from passing further resolutions.  For more background on why all this drama, refer to Pānui 38/2025, but in essence it boils down to personal disputes, not policy divergencies.
   
29. In our view it is likely the National Council will have - at the AGM held later on in December - moved to strengthen its powers, so if they happen to lose the court case next week they can simply start a second expulsion process.  Regardless, having a court decide whether a Member of Parliament is also still a member of a political party is nothing short of ridiculous.  
30. Our assessment remains that for this party to survive it needs a clear policy focus - and with that to shift away from personality matters.  Further, given all the shenanigans there is now also some speculation as to whether Hana Rawhiti Maipi Clarke (their Hauraki-Waikato MP) may leave the party, with hints of some type of announcement for Waitangi Day.  We will advise further should anything eventuate.  
He totara wahi rua he kai nā te ahi …   / tōtara split in two is just firewood (our interpretation of their situation)
Rātana Celebrations 
31. The next event in terms of Māori politics is the annual Rātana celebrations, with politicians going up to Rātana Pā today to meet with Rātana followers, and other iwi and Māori dignitaries.  The event is historically the celebration of the birth of the prophet Tahupōtiki Wiremu Rātana, (25 Jan 1873), although it has grown into a political race meet, often with various political leaders setting out their agendas for supporting Māori.
32. We will provide further comments on speeches and any commitments made in the next edition of Pānui, in which we are focusing on Treaty of Waitangi matters more specifically, in the lead up to Waitangi Day.  
33. On that front, we advise one reason why the Rātana Celebrations have been so important as a Māori political event is the close link between the movement and the presence of Te Tiriti o Waitangi in legislation, and with modern-day Treaty settlement processes.  That is, the very existence of the Waitangi Tribunal and the modern claims process is strongly linked to the work of former Rātana members of Parliament.  Our supplementary note attached provides more details about this, and we encourage subscribers not familiar with this political history to have a quick read.  
[bookmark: ap5]Salient News of Note:
· Prime Minister, Chris Luxon, has announced the election date, which is to be 7 November.  (Importantly then enrolments to vote close on 25 October.)
· In late December the ‘Whole of System (Core Crown) Report on Treaty Settlement Delivery 2025’ was published by Te Puni Kōkiri.  We will be summarising this report next week in edition 2/2026.
Treaty Settlement Delivery improves but agencies must keep momentum
· The Government is seeking urgent advice on protecting marine life in rockpools, following reports of areas being stripped of all life by groups of people.  Subscribers may note we recommended changes to the Marine and Coastal Areas Act to allow iwi to monitor and place limits on the take of these types of coastal flora and fauna for kaitiaki reasons - to prevent the annihilations that are occurring now (Pānui 33/2025 refers).
· In December the Government announced a new (mega) agency called the Ministry of Cities, Environment, Regions, and Transport (MCERT) will be established.  This Ministry will bring together the Ministry for the Environment, the Ministry of Housing and Urban Development, the Ministry of Transport, plus local government functions from the Department of Internal Affairs.  So a significant change, with the goal of being operational by 1 July 2026.  The rationale for the new Ministry is to improve functional alignment and reduce role overlaps.  We note some iwi / Māori entities have partnership agreements with these ministries which will need to be carried forward to MCERT.
Want to discuss this Pānui? feedback is always welcome at admin@panui.co.nz  
Supplementary Note: The Rātana Movement and Te Tiriti o Waitangi[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  We provide a note like this each year noting our list of subscribers changes annually.] 

· Mr T.W Rātana began his spiritual mission after a vision he had in 1918, in which he said the Holy Spirit instructed him to focus on faith in God, in order to achieve spiritual and physical healing.  This occurred in very tough times when the Māori population was suffering severely from poverty and the influenza epidemic, just before the end of World War One.  
· Over time the Rātana faith healing movement grew, and a temple was established at Rātana Pā in 1920.  The Rātana Church has always been pro-Māori wellbeing and was originally against some tikanga Māori practices (tōhunga in particular). But still during this establishment phase they were also rejected by other Christian-centred churches, such as the Anglican Church, hence they became a uniquely separate Māori faith movement.  
· The Rātana movement then became political, and its main platform was to campaign for the legal ratification of the Treaty of Waitangi.  To that end, it is reported 30,000 Māori signed their petition for this to occur, which was the majority of Māori adults at that time.  
· In 1924, Rātana and a group of followers then went to England to try to meet with King George V to discuss the Treaty of Waitangi with him - but the New Zealand Government blocked the meeting.  Rātana and his group also tried unsuccessfully to present Treaty concerns to the League of Nations in Geneva (the forerunner to the United Nations).   
· However, all was not in vain, as in partial response to the petition in 1926 the first Commission of Inquiry into the confiscation of Māori land was established (the Sim Commission).  The Commission found Māori had been treated badly in relation to their lands, and this ultimately led to the initial Treaty redress and settlement attempts later in the 1930s and 1940s.      
· Notwithstanding his initial rejection by politicians, in 1928 Mr Rātana foresaw that his movement would gain hold of all four Māori parliamentary seats, and eight years later in 1936 an agreement to achieve this was reached with Labour leader Michael J Savage - who by then had also reached the same conclusion, that the Rātana movement was a political force.  
· Hence in 1943 – fifteen years after the vision of Māori political dominance, the Rātana movement did finally gain all Māori parliamentary seats.  This was of course the only Māori representation in Parliament, as Māori were prohibited from standing in general seats – so for decades they represented all ‘full-bloodied’ Māori.  However, Mr T.W Rātana never saw that in the flesh, as he departed for the spiritual realm in 1939. 
The next stages 
· The first Rātana leader to enter Parliament was Eruera Tirikatene in 1932.  The Labour Party then took office in 1935 under Prime Minister Savage and amongst other things commenced building the first state houses.
· Additionally, Prime Minister Savage himself held the portfolio of Māori Affairs, as did his successor Peter Fraser, highlighting the importance of Māori constituents to them.  This Government also gained support from other Rātana church leaders like Paraire Paikea who held the Northern Māori parliamentary seat from 1938.  Over time, the Rātana members became formal Labour Party members.  In 1944, Rātana member Eruera Tirikatene (under the leadership of Fraser) was instrumental in negotiating the first initial Treaty settlement packages – which arose from the Sim Commission report findings.[footnoteRef:5]   These set of settlements are where some of the older ‘Māori Trust Boards’ of various iwi arise from. [5:  These were Ngāi Tahu ($10,000 per annum for 30 years), Waikato-Maniapoto ($6,000 per annum), and Taranaki ($6,000 per annum for 50 years and $5,000 thereafter). Note these settlements were lately found to be inadequate and not negotiated with full iwi mandates, nor were they full and final settlements, hence why they were later revisited.] 

· Further to all that, one of the whānau that received an early state house in Auckland was a widow with four children, also of the Rātana faith, Mereana Rata.  In 1963, after the death of the MP Tāpihana Paikea (also a Rātana leader like his father), one of Mrs Rata’s now adult children, Matiu Rata, ascended to the Northern Māori parliamentary seat.  Matiu Rata, like his predecessors, retained a strong commitment to the Rātana Church.  
· In 1975 Matiu Rata, as the Government’s Minister of Māori Affairs, successfully introduced the Treaty of Waitangi Act - thus fulfilling the prophetic vision of T.W Rātana that Te Tiriti o Waitangi be legally acknowledged.  Both the English and Te Reo versions of Te Tiriti / the Treaty are included as schedules to the Act – which was the first time Te Tiriti was directly placed in New Zealand statute law.  
· The 1975 Act, however, did not allow the Waitangi Tribunal to consider historic Treaty grievances i.e. the core matters relating to large amounts of Māori land taken in the past via forced sales, deceitful processes, or straight-out confiscations / theft etc.  But this was changed in 1985 when the then Minister of Māori Affairs, Koro Wētere, oversaw a Waitangi Tribunal Amendment Act, which allows the Tribunal to consider historic claims. 


· Today’s modern Treaty settlement processes are an outcome of this amendment.  Mr Wētere - prior to entering Parliament - was also a Rātana minister, again fulfilling the prophecy of Rātana that Māori wellbeing is to be restored via honouring Te Tiriti o Waitangi.   Also during Mr Wētere’s tenure the first provisions for the state to act consistently with the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi were introduced into general law - via the State Owned Enterprise Act, albeit after litigation from Māori.  
· Numerous other members of the Rātana community have also contributed to the New Zealand Parliament.  Four notable examples are Iriaka Rātana, the first Māori woman to serve in Parliament, and Whetū Tirikatene-Sullivan (Order of New Zealand recipient), who was the first wāhine Māori appointed into Cabinet in 1972.  Another is Dame Tariana Turia.  Yes, she was also from the Rātana community - Iriaka Rātana was her aunty. Her grandfather, adopted father (and aunties) were part of the Rātana group that went to England petitioning for recognition of Te Tiriti.  That is why, in her maiden speech in Parliament in 1997, she sets this whakapapa, noting the work of her ancestors to try and ensure that Te Tiriti o Waitangi is honoured in law, and advising that was also her intention.  (We suspect Helen Clark may have been unfamiliar with this historical context and thus misunderstood what Tariana was actually saying at the time.)  
· In 2004 Tariana Turia considered the Foreshore and Seabed Act, which her political party (Labour) was progressing, to be a further confiscation of Māori whenua.  So she returned to Rātana Pā - where she had been first schooled and where she got married - to announce her resignation from the Labour Party and proceeded to vote against the bill.  Her actions resulted in a by- election – which she won with a 93% majority for the newly formed Māori Party.  Through her work in the Māori Party (now Te Pāti Māori) and via a coalition agreement with the National Party, in 2010 the Foreshore and Seabed Act was repealed and replaced by the Marine and Coastal Areas Act.  This newer Act allows for the granting of Customary Marine Titles – albeit through muddled processes, which now have a very narrow gateway.    
· Given all that, overall the Rātana contribution to politics and specifically to the place of Te Tiriti o Waitangi in law is signficant and unparalled by any other Māori / iwi movements.  The Right Honourable Adrian Rurawhe, who is now retiring from Parliament, is also the great-grandson of T.W Rātana. 
· It is this history which provides the context for modern debates at Rātana Pā each year on Te Tiriti and Māori wellbeing - and on the balance between kāwanatanga and rangatiratanga overall.[footnoteRef:6]  Subscribers will be aware these discussions and debates will then continue on to Waitangi Day, and beyond.  Accordingly, we acknowledge the work of the Rātana movement over the last one hundred plus years in seeking to ensure Te Tiriti o Waitangi is recognised and honoured in law. [6:  There are many reference sources for Rātana information, however for this article we have relied largely on Te Ara – The Dictionary of New Zealand Biography, New Zealand History (.Govt.NZ), and Wikipedia.] 
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